January 25,2026

33thSunday after Pentecost - Tone 8

ORTHODOX CHURCH Sunday of Zacchaeus | Holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia

Scripture Readings

1 Timothy 4:9-15 (Epistle 285-ctr)

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. For to this end we both labor and
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suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially
of those who believe. These things command and teach. Let no one despise your youth,
but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
Till  come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift
that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the
eldership. Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may
be evident to all.

Luke 19:1-10 (Gospel 94)

Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named
Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus
was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. So he ran ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. And when
Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make
haste and come down, for today | must stay at your house.” So he made haste and came
down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has
gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner” Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,
“Look, Lord, | give half of my goods to the poor; and if | have taken anything from anyone
by false accusation, | restore fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to
this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek and
to save that which was lost.”

Sunday of Zacchaeus

The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season of Great Lent, which is also
preceded by its own liturgical preparation. The first sign of the approach of Great Lent
comes five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the Gospel reading is about

Zacchaeus the tax-collector. It tells how Christ brought salvation to the sinful man, and how

his life was changed simply because he “sought to see who Jesus was” (Luke 19:3). The
desire and effort to see Jesus begins the entire movement through Lent towards Pascha. It
is the first movement of salvation. (continued on back)
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(continued from front) Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own
sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus recognized his. He promised to make restitution by
giving half of his wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had falsely accused
four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the
Law (Ex. 22:3-12).

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and
atone for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal
apology, but when we correct ourselves and try to make amends for the
consequences of our evil actions.

We are also assured of God's mercy and compassion by Christ’s words to Zacchaeus,
“Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology and
Trisagion at Sunday Matins (when the Tone of the week is in Tone 1, 3, 5, or 7) we
sing the Troparion of the Resurrection: “Today salvation is come to the world, let us
sing praises to Him Who arose from the tomb, and is the Author of our life. For
having destroyed death by death, He has given us the victory and great mercy.”’

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have
sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our
spiritual stature, therefore we must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words,
we must prepare for spiritual effort and growth.

Holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia

The Orthodox Church commemorates the Synaxis of the Holy New Martyrs and
Confessors of Russia on the Sunday nearest January 25, honoring the countless
Orthodox Christians—clergy, monastics, laity, and the royal Passion Bearers
including Tsar Nicholas Il, his family, and Grand Duchess Elizabeth—who suffered
and died for their faith under the Soviet regime's godless persecution. The scale of
this martyrdom, with millions lost (far surpassing the number of martyrs in the first
three centuries of Christianity), led the Russian Orthodox Church to glorify over a
thousand New Martyrs at its Jubilee Council in 2000, including some who had
served in America before the Revolution, such as St. Tikhon (Patriarch of Moscow),
St. Alexander Hotovitzky, and St. John Kochurov. These holy sufferers, known and
unknown, represent an unprecedented outpouring of new heavenly intercessors for
the Church due to their unwavering fidelity to Christ amid unimaginable torment
inflicted by their own countrymen.

Troparion | Tone 8 (Ressurection)

Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou didst accept the three day burial
to free us from our sufferings! O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

Troparion | Tone 4 (New Martyrs)

Today the Church of Russia forms a chorus in joy, praising her new martyrs and
confessors; hierarchs and priests, royal passion-bearers, right-believing princes and
princesses, venerable men and women, and all Orthodox Christians. Having laid down
their life for faith in Christ during the days of godless persecution, they preserved the
truth by the shedding of blood. By their protection, O long-suffering Lord, preserve our
land in Orthodoxy till the end of the age.

Kontakion | Tone 8 (Ressurection)

By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. Eve exults in Thy
Resurrection, and the world celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Kontakion | Tone 3 (New Martyrs)

Today the new martyrs of Rus’ stand in white robes
before the Lamb of God, and with the angels they
sing to God the hymn of victory: “Blessing, and
glory, and wisdom, and praise, and honor, and
power, and strength be to our God unto the ages of
ages. Amen.” ORTHODOX CHURCH
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Sunday of Zacchaeus, New Martyrs
and Confessors of Russia, Saint
Gregory the Theologian Archbishop
of Constantinople, Saint Moses
Archbishop of Novgorod, Martyr
Felicitas of Rome and her seven sons,
Saint Publius the Ascetic of Syria,
Saint Mares the Singer in Syria,
Translation to Moscow of the Icon of
the Mother of God “Assuage my
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of Optina, Saint Dositheus of Thilisi,
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We have been blessed with an
opportunity to screen the movie:
American Orthodox - Following
liturgy on February 15t

Travel to California’s coastal Fort
Ross, where an icon mysteriously
washed ashore, sparking a legacy of
faith. Encounter St. Peter the Aleut, a
Native American saint who
courageously planted the seeds of
Orthodoxy and gave his life as a
martyr. Through the lives of early
saints, the film American Orthodox
reveals the hidden stories and sacred
connections that continue to shape
America’s spiritual landscape.

Now scheduled for February 1%,
please plan to attend this important
voting meeting and prayerfully
consider serving in the open
positions on the parish council and
executive board. Your gifts,
perspective, and willingness to serve
are truly needed as we continue
building a vibrant future together. If
you have an interest in serving,
please let Fr. George know.
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