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Sunday of Zacchaeus | Holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia

Scripture Readings

Calendar

Many Years!
bi r thdays

1 st -  Ke lsey  H latk i
5 th -  M argo Wi lk inson
6 th -  Logan B ourg
8 th -  Tammy Chr istensen
10 th -  M ichael  Hunter
10 th -  Sheahan B ourg
15 th -  Fr.  David  Lowel l
20 th -  L i tsa  Osbur n
22 nd -  Jeremy G ardner
24 th -  R owel in  Dawson

1 Timothy 4:9-15 (Epist le  285- ctr)
This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. For to this end we both labor and 
suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially 
of those who believe. These things command and teach. Let no one despise your youth, 
but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift 
that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the 
eldership. Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may 
be evident to all.

Januar y  28 st Moleben |  Adult  Class
—  We d n e s d a y  6 : 3 0 p

Januar y  31 st Vespers
—  S a t u r d a y  6 : 3 0 p

Februar y  1 st Div ine L i turgy
—  S u n d a y  9 : 3 0 a

Februar y  1 st Annual  Meet ing
—  Fo l l o w i n g  D i v i n e  L i t u rg y

Februar y  15 th Amer ican Or thodox
—  M o v i e  s c r e e n i n g  i n  t h e  h a l l 
f o l l o w i n g  D i v i n e  L i t u rg y
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Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus 
was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. So he ran ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. And when 
Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make 
haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” So he made haste and came 
down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has 
gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
“Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone 
by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek and 
to save that which was lost.”

Sunday of  Zacchaeus
The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season of Great Lent, which is also 
preceded by its own liturgical preparation. The first sign of the approach of Great Lent 
comes five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the Gospel reading is about 
Zacchaeus the tax-collector. It tells how Christ brought salvation to the sinful man, and how 
his life was changed simply because he “sought to see who Jesus was” (Luke 19:3). The 
desire and effort to see Jesus begins the entire movement through Lent towards Pascha. It 
is the first movement of salvation. (continued on back)

Luke 19:1-10 (Gospel 94)



Living:  Met.  Tik hon,  Abp.  Benjamin,  
Bp.  Vasi ly,  Fr.  Andreas,  Fr.  Anthony,  Fr. 
Zechar iah,  Fr.  Dennis,  Fr.  S i louan, 
Mother  Cassiana,  Combs Family

M ichael,  Harold,  L ibbie and the Infant 
Lawrence,  Toni  Del l ,  Tyler,  David, 
Vic tor,  Kyla ,  Tony,  Diane,  Betty, 
Muriel ,  Chi ld Gerhard✠Mer yl,  Tammy, 
L itsa,  L i l l iana,  Car l ,  Chr ist ina,  L indy, 
John,  Al ic ia ,  Patr ic ia ,  Danny,  Jerr y, 
Rober ta,  Wendy,  Judy,  J i l l ,  Bever ly, 
Infant  Dominic,  Joseph,  Jack ie Joan, 
Tr isha,  Lee,  Carol ,  Ethan,  infant 
AdaLynn,  Nauvlet ,  Lei lah,  Aust in, 
Br ian,  Josh,  Mother  Magdalena, 
Kodiak ,  M ir iham, Cher i ,   infant  Gus, 
Apr i l ,  Madalyn,  Makenzie,  MaKiya, 
Hannah,  Haylee,  Keith,  Samantha, 
Chr ist ina,  Jake,  Jet lyn,  Lauren,  Bob, 
Georgianna,  Cl int ,  Murl ,  Carolyn, 
M i l l ie,  chi ld Char lotte,  Cathy.

Depar ted:  Alana Dee Eur ich

Those with chi ld:  Mk a.  L indsey

Those who are confined:  Basi l , 
Hannah,  Theodore

Prayer List
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Commemorations

Annual Meeting

Sunday of  Zacchaeus,  New Mar t yrs 
and Confessors  of  Russ ia ,  Saint 
Gregor y the Theologian Archbishop 
of  Constant inople,  Saint  Moses 
Archbishop of  Novgorod,  Mar t yr 
Fel ic i tas  of  Rome and her  seven sons, 
Saint  Publ ius  the Ascet ic  of  Syr ia , 
Saint  Mares  the S inger  in  Syr ia , 
Translat ion to  Moscow of  the Icon of 
the Mother  of  God “Assuage my 
Sorrow ”,  Icon of  the Mother  of  God 
“ The Unexpec ted Joy ”,  Saint  Vladimir 
Metropol i tan of  K iev  and G al l ich, 
New Mar t yr  Auxentius  of 
Constant inople,  Venerable  Anatole  I 
of  Optina,  Saint  Dositheus of  Tbi l is i , 
Sa int  G abr ie l  B ishop of  I meret i ,  Sa int 
Vetranion of  Tomis

Now scheduled for  Februar y  1 st, 
p lease plan to  attend this  impor tant 
vot ing meeting and prayer ful ly 
consider  ser ving in  the open 
posit ions  on the par ish counci l  and 
execut ive board.  Your  gi f ts , 
perspec t ive,  and wi l l ingness  to  ser ve 
are  t ruly  needed as  we cont inue 
bui lding a  v ibrant  future together.  I f 
you have an interest  in  ser ving, 
please let  Fr.  George k now.

American Or thodox
We have been blessed with an 
oppor tunit y  to  screen the movie : 
Amer ican Or thodox -  Fol lowing 
l i turgy on Februar y  15 th.

Travel  to  Cal i fornia’s  coastal  For t 
Ross,  where an icon myster iously 
washed ashore,  spark ing a  legac y of 
fa i th .  Encounter  St .  Peter  the Aleut ,  a 
Nat ive Amer ican saint  who 
courageously  planted the seeds of 
Or thodox y and gave his  l i fe  as  a 
mar t yr.  Through the l ives  of  ear ly 
sa ints,  the f i lm American Or thodox 
reveals  the hidden stor ies  and sacred 
connec t ions  that  cont inue to  shape 
America’s  spir i tual  landscape.

By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. Eve exults in Thy 
Resurrection, and the world celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Kontak ion |  Tone 8 (Ressurect ion)

Today the new martyrs of Rus’ stand in white robes 
before the Lamb of God, and with the angels they 
sing to God the hymn of victory: “Blessing, and 
glory, and wisdom, and praise, and honor, and 
power, and strength be to our God unto the ages of 
ages. Amen.”

Kontak ion |  Tone 3 (New Martyrs)

|  Tone 8 (Ressurect ion)Troparion
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou didst accept the three day burial 
to free us from our sufferings! O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

|  Tone 4 (New Martyrs)Troparion
Today the Church of Russia forms a chorus in joy, praising her new martyrs and 
confessors; hierarchs and priests, royal passion-bearers, right-believing princes and 
princesses, venerable men and women, and all Orthodox Christians. Having laid down 
their life for faith in Christ during the days of godless persecution, they preserved the 
truth by the shedding of blood. By their protection, O long-suffering Lord, preserve our 
land in Orthodoxy till the end of the age.

(continued from front) Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own 
sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus recognized his. He promised to make restitution by 
giving half of his wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had falsely accused 
four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the 
Law (Ex. 22:3-12).

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and 
atone for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal 
apology, but when we correct ourselves and try to make amends for the 
consequences of our evil actions.

We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ’s words to Zacchaeus, 
“Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology and 
Trisagion at Sunday Matins (when the Tone of the week is in Tone 1, 3, 5, or 7) we 
sing the Troparion of the Resurrection: “Today salvation is come to the world, let us 
sing praises to Him Who arose from the tomb, and is the Author of our life. For 
having destroyed death by death, He has given us the victory and great mercy.”

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our 
spiritual stature, therefore we must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words, 
we must prepare for spiritual effort and growth.

Holy New Mar tyrs and Confessors of  Russia
The Orthodox Church commemorates the Synaxis of the Holy New Martyrs and 
Confessors of Russia on the Sunday nearest January 25, honoring the countless 
Orthodox Christians—clergy, monastics, laity, and the royal Passion Bearers 
including Tsar Nicholas II, his family, and Grand Duchess Elizabeth—who suffered 
and died for their faith under the Soviet regime's godless persecution. The scale of 
this martyrdom, with millions lost (far surpassing the number of martyrs in the first 
three centuries of Christianity), led the Russian Orthodox Church to glorify over a 
thousand New Martyrs at its Jubilee Council in 2000, including some who had 
served in America before the Revolution, such as St. Tikhon (Patriarch of Moscow), 
St. Alexander Hotovitzky, and St. John Kochurov. These holy sufferers, known and 
unknown, represent an unprecedented outpouring of new heavenly intercessors for 
the Church due to their unwavering fidelity to Christ amid unimaginable torment 
inflicted by their own countrymen.


