ORTHODOX CHURCH

Scripture Readings

2 Timothy 3:10-15 (Epistle 296)

But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering,
love, perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium,
at Lystra — what persecutions | endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yes,
and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and
impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But you must
continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom
you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Luke 18:10-14 (Gospel 89)

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, | thank You that | am not like other men
— extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. | fast twice a week; | give
tithes of all that | possess. And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as
raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!'| tell
you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted”

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee

The Sunday after the Sunday of Zacchaeus is devoted to the Publican and the Pharisee. At
Vespers the night before, the Triodion (the liturgical book used in the services of Great
Lent) begins.

Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee who scrupulously observed the
requirements of religion: he prayed, fasted, and contributed money to the Temple. These
are very good things, and should be imitated by anyone who loves God. We who may not
fulfill these requirements as well as the Pharisee did should not feel entitled to criticize him
for being faithful. His sin was in looking down on the Publican and feeling justified because
of his external religious observances. (continued on back)
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(continued from front) The second man was a Publican, a tax-collector who was
despised by the people. He, however, displayed humility, and this humility justified
him before God (Luke 18:14).

The lesson to be learned is that we possess neither the Pharisee’s religious piety, nor
the Publican’s repentance, through which we can be saved. We are called to see
ourselves as we really are in the light of Christ’s teaching, asking Him to be merciful
to us, deliver us from sin, and to lead us on the path of salvation.

Two weeks before the beginning of the Fast, as part of our preparation for Great
Lent, Holy Week, and Pascha, the Church prescribes the reading of Saint Mark's
Gospel. From Monday to Friday the focus is on the end times, and the Savior's death
and burial.

Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as
Zacchaeus recognized his. He promised to make restitution by giving half of his
wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had falsely accused four times as
much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the Law (Ex.
22:3-12).

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and
atone for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal
apology, but when we correct ourselves and try to make amends for the
consequences of our evil actions.

We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ's words to Zacchaeus,
“Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology and
Trisagion at Sunday Matins (when the Tone of the week is in Tone 1, 3, 5, or 7) we
sing the Troparion of the Resurrection: “Today salvation is come to the world, let us
sing praises to Him Who arose from the tomb, and is the Author of our life. For
having destroyed death by death, He has given us the victory and great mercy.”

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have
sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our
spiritual stature, therefore we must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words,
we must prepare for spiritual effort and growth.

Troparion | Tone 1 (Ressurection)

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Thy most
pure body, Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. The
powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life: “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O
Christ! Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest mankind!”

Troparion | Tone 4 (Forefeast)

The celestial choir of heavenly Angels bends down to the earth and sees the First-born of
all creation being carried into the Temple as a Babe by a Mother who has not known
man, and in amazement they sing along with us a hymn of the Forefeast.

Kontakion | Tone 4 (triodian)

Let us flee from the pride of the Pharisee! Let us learn humility from the Publican's tears!
Let us cry to our Savior: “Have mercy on us, O only merciful One!”

Kontakion | Tone 6 (Forefeast)

The Word unseen with the Father, now is seen in the flesh, ineffably born of the Virgin,
and is given into the arms of the priest and Elder.
Let us worship Him, our True God.
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Prayer List

Living: Met. Tikhon, Abp. Benjamin,
Bp. Vasily, Fr. Andreas, Fr. Anthony, Fr.
Zechariah, Fr. Dennis, Fr. Silouan,
Mother Cassiana, Combs Family

Michael, Harold, Libbie and the Infant
Lawrence, Toni Dell, Tyler, David,
Victor, Kyla, Tony, Diane, Betty,
Muriel, Child Gerhard = Meryl, Tammy,
Litsa, Lilliana, Carl, Christina, Lindy,
John, Alicia, Patricia, Danny, Jerry,
Roberta, Wendy, Judy, Jill, Beverly,
Infant Dominic, Joseph, Jackie Joan,
Trisha, Lee, Carol, Ethan, infant
AdalLynn, Nauvlet, Leilah, Austin,
Brian, Josh, Mother Magdalena,
Kodiak, Miriham, Cheri, infant Gus,
April, Madalyn, Makenzie, MaKiya,
Hannah, Haylee, Keith, Samantha,
Christina, Jake, Jetlyn, Lauren, Bob,
Georgianna, Clint, Murl, Carolyn,
Millie, child Charlotte, Cathy.

Departed: Alana Dee Eurich
Those with child: Mka. Lindsey

Those who are confined: Basil,
Hannah, Theodore

Commemorations

Sunday of the Publican and the
Pharisee, Beginning of the Lenten
Triodion, Forefeast of the Meeting of
our Lord in the Temple, Martyr
Tryphon of Lampsacus Near Apamea
in Syria, Martyrs Perpetua, a woman
of Carthage, and the Catechumens:
Saturus, Revocatus, Saturninus,
Secundulus and Felicitas, Venerable
Peter the Hermit of Galatia Near
Antioch, in Syria, Venerable
Vendemianus the Hermit of Bithynia,
Venerable Brigid (Bridget) of Ireland,
Saint Tryphon, Bishop of Rostov, Icon
of the Mother of God “Socola”, Saint
Seririol of Wales

American Orthodox

We have been blessed with an
opportunity to screen the movie:
American Orthodox - Following
liturgy on February 15,

Travel to California’s coastal Fort
Ross, where an icon mysteriously
washed ashore, sparking a legacy of
faith. Encounter St. Peter the Aleut, a
Native American saint who
courageously planted the seeds of
Orthodoxy and gave his life as a
martyr. Through the lives of early
saints, the film American Orthodox
reveals the hidden stories and sacred
connections that continue to shape
America’s spiritual landscape.

Annual Meeting

Today after liturgy, please plan to
attend this important voting
meeting and prayerfully consider
serving in the open positions on the
parish council and executive board.
Your gifts, perspective, and
willingness to serve are truly needed
as we continue building a vibrant
future together.

holydormition.net | Facebook.com/ColoradoOrthodoxChurch



