AUGUST 2, 2026 | 9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | TONE 8

RELICS OF PROTOMARTYR AND ARCHDEACON STEPHEN

SCRIPTURE READINGS

MANY YEARS!

1 CORINTHIANS 3:9-17 (EPISTLE 128)

For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building.
According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I
have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how
he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become clear; for the Day
will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's
work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will
receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will
be saved, yet so as through fire. Do you not know that you are the temple of God
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God
will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

MATTHEW 14:22-34 (GOSPEL 59)

Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the
other side, while He sent the multitudes away. And when He had sent the
multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when
evening came, He was alone there. But the boat was now in the middle of the sea,
tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. Now in the fourth watch of the
night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw Him
walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out
for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Be of good cheer! It is [; do
not be afraid." And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me
to come to You on the water." So He said, "Come." And when Peter had come
down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that
the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying,
"Lord, save me!" And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him,
and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" And when they got into
the boat, the wind ceased. Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped
Him, saying, "Truly You are the Son of God." When they had crossed over, they
came to the land of Gennesaret.

WISDOM FROM THE FATHERS

"He who seeks the forgiveness of his sins loves humility. But he who judges another
strengthens his own evil deeds against himself"

ST. MARK ¥ THE ASCETIC, HOMILIES, 1.126

ANNIVERSARIES

7" — Gary & Georgianna Glover
10" — Robert & Tatiana Boyd
13" — Trey & Lauren Nelson

17" — Ken & Lore Denson

27" - Logan & Abigail Bourg
31°' — Dave & Carrie Guy

31°' — Rodney & Kelly Glover

BIRTHDAYS

15" — Debbie Molner
16" — Kade Pyatt

17" — Scott Mikita
17" — Daniel Tipton

4" - Taytam Robinson
5" - Kelly Glover

7" — Emmary Britton
7" = Mat. Osburn

11"" - Sheila Mikita 18" — Juston Scott
12" - Fr. George 23" - Joey Gdovin
Khristich 28" - Ernie Mikita

13" — Denise Mikita

CALENDAR

AUG IST — SATURDAY
Great Vespers, 6:30 PM

AUG 2ND — SUNDAY
Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM — Fr. Tikhon Krueger

AUG 2ND — SUNDAY
Coffee Hour, 11:00 AM
Fellowship Team 10 — Dormition Fast
AUG 8TH — SATURDAY
Great Vespers, 6:30 PM

AUG 9TH — SUNDAY
Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM

AUG 9TH — SUNDAY
Coffee Hour, 11:00 AM
Fellowship Team 7 — Dormition Fast
AUG 9TH — SUNDAY

Slavic Fest Meeting, 11:30 AM
Planning meeting during fellowship
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THE TRANSLATION OF THE RELICS OF THE PROTOMARTYR AND
ARCHDEACON STEPHEN

Today the Church commemorates the transfer of the relics of the Holy Protomartyr
and Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople, an event that took
place about the year 428.

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles as the Church's first
deacons, described in Acts as "a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit." Full of
grace and power, he worked wonders among the people, and his preaching so
confounded his opponents that they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit
by which he spoke. Accused before the Sanhedrin, he delivered a bold defense
culminating in a vision of the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at
God's right hand. Enraged, his accusers dragged him outside the city and stoned
him to death, while a young man named Saul, later the Apostle Paul, looked on and
approved. Dying, Stephen prayed, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin," and
became the Church's first martyr.

His body lay unburied until the Jewish teacher Gamaliel, who secretly believed in
Christ, recovered it and buried it on his own land near Jerusalem. Gamaliel himself
was later buried nearby, alongside the disciple Nicodemus. In 415, Stephen's relics
were miraculously revealed and brought into Jerusalem by Bishop John, and
healings began at once. Under Emperor Theodosius the Younger, the relics were
translated to Constantinople, resting first in the church of Saint Laurence before
being enshrined in a church built in Stephen's honor on August 2. To this day, the
saint's right hand is preserved at the Trinity-Sergius Lavra.

As the Church's first martyr and first deacon, Stephen remains a model of courage,
service, and forgiveness for all who follow Christ.

TROPARIA & KONTAKION

TROPARION — TONE 8 (RESURRECTION)
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou didst accept the three day burial
to free us from our sufferings!// O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

TROPARION — TONE 4 (ST. STEPHEN)
Thy relics have risen from the depths of the earth, like a treasury for the immortal life of
all creation. The Church, rejoicing in the grace that she receives from them, dutifully
honors thee, O Protomartyr Stephen.// Preserve us from error and heresy by thine
intercession!

KONTAKION — TONE 8 (RESURRECTION)
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. Eve exults in Thy
Resurrection,// and the world celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful
One!

KONTAKION — TONE 6 (ST. STEPHEN)
Thou wast the first to be sown on the earth by the Heavenly Husbandman, O all-praised
one, and wast the first to shed thy blood on the earth for Christ, O blessed one. Thou wast
the first to receive the crown of victory from Him in heaven,// O Stephen, first of the
suffering God-crowned martyrs.

PRAYER LIST

LIVING:

Met. Tikhon; Abp. Benjamin; Bp. Vasily; Fr.
Andreas; Fr. Anthony; Fr. Zechariah; Fr. Dennis;
Fr. Silouan; Fr. Ambrose; Fr. George & Family;

Mother Cassiana; Mother Magdalena; Decn.
Herman & Family; Muriel; April; Madalyn;
Makenzie; MaKiya; Hannah; Haylee; Keith;
Victoria; Russ; Kade

DEPARTED:

Russ

Adam Volosin (Wolosin) (120 Years) ¥ Memory
Eternal!

Anna Leischuck (47 Years) ¥ Memory Eternal!
Marta Martynienko (17 Years) ¥ Memory Eternal!

WITH CHILD:
Kelsey; Kelly; Vana

CATECHUMENS:
John

CONFINED:
Basil; Hannah; Theodore

INFANTS:
Dominic; AdaLynn; Gus

italics = pending expiration

COMMEMORATIONS

Translation of the relics of the Protomartyr and
Archdeacon Stephen, Finding of the relics of
Righteous Saint Nikodémos, Finding of the relics
of Saint Gamaliel, Finding of the relics of Saint
Abibas, Blessed Basil of Moscow the Fool-For-
Christ, Holy Fool Basil of Kamen, Hieromartyr
Stephen Pope of Rome and those with him, Saint
Photeine of Cyprus Wonderworker

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday Aug. 23: Pan-Orthodox youth group
Rockies game after Liturgy at
Transfiguration. Carpool to Holy
Transfiguration to attend liturgy 7:45 AM
from Holy Theophany; contact Mka. Mary J.
THIS WEEKEND for tickets.

Archangel Michael's 27th Annual Greek
Festival, Fri.—Sun., Aug. 21-23, Colorado
Springs.

Slavic Fest planning meeting, Sun., Aug. 9,
during fellowship after Liturgy.
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